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Bt 9 According to the Italian philosopher, Luciano Floridi, we are in
1 Hartmut Rosa, Social Acceleration: A New Theory of Modernity, the middle of a fourth revolution (following the three previous
2013, p.XX (Translator’s Introduction). revolutionary findings of Copernicus, Darwin and Freud, which
displaced modern man from the centre of the universe, the centre
of the biological kingdom and the centre of the realm of pure
and transparent consciousness). Alan Turing, the father of the
fourth revolution, displaced us from the centre of “the realm of
logical reasoning, information processing... We are informational
organisms (inforgs), mutually connected and embedded in an
informational environment (the infosphere), which we share with
other informational agents, both natural and artificial.” Luciano
Floridi, The fourth revolution, 2014, pp. 87-94.

10 Thomas Ashley, Predictive Modelling, Gen Re’s

2 Hartmut Rosa, Social Acceleration: A New Theory of Modernity,
2013, p. 352. “Contraction of the present means that in a dynamic
civilization, in proportion to increases in the number of innovations
per unit of time, the number of years decreases over which we
can look back without seeing a world alien to our trusted present-
day life world [...] Moreover, [...] the number of future years for
which we can infer the likely conditions of life decreases. Beyond
these years, the future can no longer be compared in its essential
respects with our present living conditions.”

The tc‘elrm contraction of the pre’s’ent |§ a translat!on of the German Risk Insights, Vol. 15, No. 3, 2011 p. 2.
term “Gegenwartschrumpfung”, which was coined by the German o )
philosopher Hermann Liibbe. See Frithjof Hager, Werner Schenkel, 11 David Ritter, When to Act on a Correlation and When Not To,

Schrumpfungen. Chancen fiir ein anderes Wachstum, 2000, pp. Harvard Business Review, 2014,
11-20. https://hbr.org/2014/03/when-to-act-on-a-correlation-and-when-

not-to/, accessed on 24 June 2016.
3 Strictly speaking, the present understood as a temporal / I

phenomenon can only be a point in time.
Hartmut Rosa, Alienation and Acceleration, 2010.
Ibid, endnote 1.

Source of graphs the authors unless otherwise stated.
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Louis Rossouw, Big Data — Better Life Insurance, Gen Re’s Topics
No. 22, 2013.

8 See for instance Generali’s “Vitality” programme, http://www.
generali.com/media/press-releases/all/2016/Generali-Vitality-better-
health-starts-today.html, accessed on 3 August 2016.
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